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Small Is Beautiful In Chatham-Kent   
 

In 1973, celebrated British economist E. F. Schumacher wrote his classic "Small Is Beautiful" essays 
to combat the “bigger is better” hypothesis. He might have been writing about Chatham and its 
three local champions, Rob Myers, Dan Warrener and Mike Fairbairn, whose influence permeates 
this cozy city.  
 
The three share a love of cars, and are so successful in the auto renovation business with RM 
Classic Cars and RM Auctions that they now often work on vehicles valued at over $1million!  
Comedian Jay Leno’s cars were refurbished here, and when actor Nicholas Cage was involved in an 
accident, guess where his automobile was shipped?     

 
With offices worldwide, they happily remain in their southwestern Ontario hometown where their 
shops employ 30 full time craftsmen and they house a museum of exotic (priceless) cars. They 
attend classy car auctions in myriad venues from Toronto to London, England, and at Pebble 
Beach, they captured the “Best in Show” accolade four times.  The public may visit the “museum” 
but are no longer allowed into the shops because of competitor espionage. At the museum, I 
notice an Alfa Romeo roadster, Bugatti, Bentley Continental, 1959 Ford Fairlane, several Ferrari’s, 

Outward Bound: Mike Keenan 

 

It was an opportunity to meet Ken Jennings and to visit Indianapolis, host for last year’s Super Bowl. 
Ken, of course, is the all-time "Jeopardy!" champ, winner of $2.5 million on the game show, hosted 
by Canadian Alex Trebek.  Ken was keynote speaker at the SATW (Society of American Travel 
Writers) Indianapolis Convention Sept. 9-14. 
  
Ken seemed a bit shy but he covered the entire globe, discussing his life-long fascination with maps, 
which he explores in his bestseller Maphead. He traveled to the London Map Fair, the Library of 
Congress, National Geographic Bee and Google Earth to name a few destinations for research and 
to indulge his cartophilia.  
  
In the spirit of Ken's "Jeopardy!" triumph, here is a little Jeopardy quiz from Maphead:  Answer: 
Sold for $10 million at auction, this map contains the earliest surviving use of the term "America."  
Question: What is the 1507 world map by cartographer Martin Waldseemuller? It's now in the 
Library of Congress. Congress paid $5 million for it in 2001, matched by $5 million from private 

 

Time is the coin of your 
life. It is the only coin you 
have, and only you can 
determine how it will be 
spent. Be careful lest you 
let other people spend it 
for you.  
                  Carl Sandburg  
 

 

 

Musings: The Jeopardy King forgot about my 

favourite kind of travel maps 
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Want to check out Horseback Vacations? For this and over 700 other travel trips, check out: 
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/indextips.html to view more links to every travel question 
that you might have. Bookmark this site to assist you in the future.   

 

 

 
             
                 

 
 

Porsche’s and Jags, a common Mercedes, Rolls Royce Silver Cloud, Auburn Speedster, and yes – a 
James Bond Aston Martin. Gleaming under showroom lights, I am in car heaven! 
  
The trio owns the local Harley Davidson shop and they have reinvested profits locally by purchasing 
large swaths of downtown real estate which includes the mall, armoury – turned into a public hall 
suitable for weddings and several commercial buildings along King St.  
  
Myers and his family purchased and refurbished their funky hotel, downtown’s Retro Suites in 
boutique style to house affluent friends and clients from all over the world.  

 
Rob’s wife, Cathy Van-Raay Myers, an artist, is responsible for most of the eclectic decorations at 
the Retro Suites. The staircase, in the hotel’s lobby, dates back to 1895, when it was a part of the 
Merrill Hotel. We are in “The Sky” suite with its two-storey ceiling and conclude that the hotel 
experience alone is worth a trip to Chatham by Via Rail from Toronto. 
  
Chatham-Kent is composed of 22 towns plus the city, and Tourism Manager, Joy Sim, takes us to 
sample emerging attractions. In Blenheim, we chat with Mary Jane Wilson of Smith (husband 
George) and Wilson Estate Wines, producing and supplying grapes to wineries for over 25 years. 
Overlooking Lake Erie on old Highway 3, for the past five years, George and Mary Jane have make 
their own red, white and – popular with Americans – grape and fruit wines; they serve lunch al 
fresco on a scenic patio overlooking both vineyards and lake. The land is sandy loam over a 
limestone and granite lakebed base, producing vintages of exceptional quality. We purchase several 
bottles from Mary Jane who feels blessed with a long growing season and an extended harvest into 
the first of November.        

Read rest of article at: http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/chathamkentsmallis.html 

1967 Shelby 427 SC Cobra 
Photo by Mike Keenan 

 

The best thing about the 
future is that it comes one 
day at a time.  
            
               Abraham Lincoln  

 

Outward Bound from page 1 

Featured Tip 

 

 

Latest Travel Articles @ WTWS.com  

a   
 
Bayfield, Ontario   George Bailey  Bayfield, Ontario – An Ideal Fall Getaway 
Ellicottville, New York   George Bailey  Ellicottville’s Two New Attractions 
Goderich, Ontario   George Bailey  Goderich, Ontario – Open for Business 
Old Havana, Cuba   George Bailey  Old Havana, Cuba – a trip into the past 
Pennsylvania Wilds, PA   George Bailey  Natural Beauty of Pennsylvania Wilds 
Presque Isle State Park, PA  George Bailey  Presque Isle State Park 
Manila, The Philippines   Irene Butler  The Philippines’ Multifarious Manila 
St Ives, England   Jane Hastelow  St Ives, Cornwall – Cream Teas and Sea Breeze 
York, England   Jane Hastelow  Shambling in York, England!   
Yorkshire, England    Jane Hastelow  Yorkshire: A Little Taste of the English Countryside 
Albufeira, Portugal   Mike Keenan  The Body Snatchers of Albufeira  
Chatham-Kent, Ontario  Mike Keenan  In Chatham-Kent, Small is Beautiful! 
Chicago, Illinois   Mike Keenan  My Kind of Town (Chicago Is)  
Seattle, Washington   Mike Keenan  Seattle – three nights, rooms and meals 
Turkey Point, Norfolk County  Mike Keenan  Add zip and zest to your life – in Turkey Point 
Vancouver: Pan Pacific Hotel  Hans Tammemagi  Vancouver’s Pan Pacific Hotel — Sails and Celebrities! 
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Use MapQuest for driving directions and maps. See local traffic and road conditions, find nearby 
businesses and restaurants, plus explore street maps and satellite photos. 
 
 

 

donors.  
 
At the end of his talk (at the Speedway), I shook Ken’s hand, and asked him this Jeopardy type 
question -  Answer: What is the sport that requires navigational skills using a map and compass to 
navigate from point to point in diverse and usually unfamiliar terrain, and normally moving at 
speed? Participants are given a topographical map, usually a specially prepared orienteering map, 
which they use to find control points. This sport is NOT mentioned in your book, Maphead. 
 
He smiled and immediately got the Question – What is Orienteering?  
 
In my younger years, I was active in the sport, and being on the Ontario Board, we had engaged 
several Swedes (who excel at their national sport) to fly here to produce several specialized Ontario 
top maps for Orienteering.  Many of us assisted in the interesting field work.  
 
When these small scale maps are created (usually at 1:20,000 or 1:15,000 versus the government 1: 
50,000 or higher), using the detailed top map and compass, competitors at various levels, from elite 
to novice, scamper around pre-marked courses, choosing their own routes. They are sent off at 
timed intervals, and the best overall time for completing the course is declared the winner. On the 
elite course, which is often 5-7 km long through difficult terrain, winners are actually determined by 
mere seconds!  
 
Ken looked a little sheepish, and said “You know, every time I give this talk, some orienteer gets 
upset and complains about my omission. I’m very sorry!”   
 
Those of you who like to stroll through the woods might like to give this sport a try. Here are some 
contacts for you: 
 
The Canadian Orienteering Federation: http://www.orienteering.ca/ 
Orienteering USA:  http://www.us.orienteering.org/ 

 

Ken Jennings 
Photo by Mike Keenan 

Travel website of the month: MapQuest Maps 

http://www.mapquest.ca/ 

 

 

If you don't have time to 
do it right, when will you 
have time to do it over?  
 
                   John Wooden 
  
 

Travel Fact of the Day 

Auroras like the northern lights are caused by 
the interaction of energetic particles (electrons 
and protons) from outside the atmosphere with 
atoms of the upper atmosphere. Such 
interaction occurs in zones surrounding the 
Earth's magnetic poles. During periods of 
intense solar activity, auroras occasionally 
extend to the middle latitudes; for example, the 
aurora borealis has been seen as far south as 40 
degrees latitude in the United States. - Provided 
by - Reference.com  
 
Other unique travel facts are available at: 
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/indexdi
dyouknow.html 

 
 
  

Musings Continued  
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This year’s SATW Convention was my first, and Indianapolis was a 
pleasant surprise. In fact, I’d love to get back there for some of the 
following reasons: 
 
Indianapolis is home to the world’s largest children’s museum in 
both square footage and number of artifacts.  
 
Forbes ranks Indianapolis as one of America’s Top 25 Best 
Shopping cities with 18 different shopping centers and 5,955 retail 
locations. 
 
Indianapolis’ historic Union Station was the first union station in 
the world, opening in September 1853. In fact, Thomas Edison 
worked there as a telegraph operator in 1861. 
 
Indianapolis is second only to Washington D.C. in its number of 
monuments and memorials (33).  
 
Indianapolis boasts the first international airport designed and 
built after 9/11, rated number one in security by travelers in a J.D. 
Power & Associates poll.  
 
Indianapolis has more hotel rooms (4,717) connected via climate-
controlled skywalks than any other city in the nation. 
Indianapolis is home to the two largest single-day sporting events 
in the world, the Indianapolis 500 and the Brickyard 400.  
 
The Indianapolis Zoo is the first in the nation to be credited as a 
botanical garden, zoo and aquarium.  
 
Elvis performed his last concert in downtown Indianapolis in June 
1977. 
 
The final scenes in the movie “Hoosiers,” starring Gene Hackman, 
were filmed at Butler University’s Hinkle Field house- the site of 
the famous 1954 Indiana high school state championship game on 
which the movie is modeled. 
 
Pioneering Prozac, pharmaceutical giant Eli Lilly is headquartered 
in Indianapolis. 
 

What Travel Writers Say 

E-mail: whattravelwriterssay@cogeco.net 

The Indy 500 track is so large that Churchill Downs, Yankee 
Stadium, the Rose Bowl, the Roman Coliseum and Vatican City 
can all fit inside the iconic oval, covering 253 acres.  
 
Lucas Oil Stadium, host venue for the Super Bowl in 2012, has 
the NFL’s largest retractable roof--it takes eight minutes to 
open. 
 
The first day of the convention, we heard from Ken Jennings, 
the Jeopardy wizard at the Speedway, and after the keynote 
address, we were all treated to a ride in the white Camaro 
convertible pace cars driven by actual Indy pro drivers.  
 
My ride involved a rapid acceleration and some sharp turns 
along the way at speeds in which I would otherwise rack up 
some impressive speeding tickets on a normal highway. (We got 
up to 140 mph!) 
 
Key Indianapolis Information: 
 

Indianapolis Museum of Art: imamuseum.org, Contact: Katie 
Zarich, Deputy Director for Public Affairs, t: 317.920.2650, e: 
kzarich@imamuseum.org 
 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway: indianapolismotorspeedway.com, 
Contact: Doug Boles, VP Communication, t: 317.492.6412, e: 
dboles@brickyard.com 
  
JW Marriott: Anne Dunlavy, Director of Sales & Marketing  
t: 317.860.4921, e: anne.dunlavy@whitelodging.com  
 
White River State Park: inwhiteriver.com, Contact: Bob Whitt, 
Executive Director, t: 317-233-2427, e: rwhitt@wrsp.lN.gov 
 
Indianapolis Zoo: Indyzoo.com, Contact: Jon Gleasing, Director of 
Public Relations, t: (317) 630-3265, e: jglesing@indyzoo.com  
 
Indiana State Museum: indianastatemuseum.org, Contact: Kathi 
Moore, Director of Communications, t: 317.232.8272, e: 
kmoore@dnr.in.gov  
 
Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians & Western Art,  
eiteljorg.com, Contact: Anthony Scott, t: 317.275.1352  
e: ascott@eiteljorg.com  
 
Visit Indy: Visitindy.com, Contact: Chris Gahl, VP Communications & 
Marketing , t: 317.262.8254, e: cgahl@visitindy.com  
 
Morgan Greenlee, Senior Communications Manager 
mgreenlee@visitindy.com 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Industry News ˗  
 

 

NOTE: For the latest travel industry news, visit: 
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/indexnews.html 
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