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Miriam and I have been married for 45 years, a long time, 

probably as long as the Leafs have not won the Stanley Cup. 

Strangely, our children never ask for advice, which is good 

because we like to talk to one another. Imagine our chagrin if we 

gave them a tremendous tip that became a lemon, like - “Vote for 

a Conservative majority?” That can get one into serious trouble; 

however, the grandparents of blogger Mike Bender are fearless, 

posting what has become a viral video about how to keep 

marriage strong.  

 

Selma and Kenny, married for 72 years, recorded the video as a wedding toast for Bender, co-

founder of the popular website “Awkward Family Photos” –  

http://awkwardfamilyphotos.com/videos/afp-grandparents-the-wedding-toast/  Bender posted the 

video on his site, where his chatty grandparents have a dedicated following. 

 

"As many of you may know, my grandparents are an inspiration to me," he wrote. "While they 

are the two funniest people I know, they are also incredible role models."  

 

Selma and Kenny, two experienced and sage seniors, recorded their greeting because they were 

unable to travel across the country to attend the ceremony. They appear in a long head shot, 

Selma in front and Kenny behind. They look like they are wearing referee jerseys, which are 

appropriate, but Selma’s stripes run horizontally.  In the video, Selma lists five tips (really six 

because she adds an extra #4) while Kenny adds his unique trimmings. Although they start and 

end the video speaking in unison, it soon becomes obvious that they don't always agree. 

 

Selma begins with: “1. Be good to each other.” Kenny nods with, “Correct!” They are off to a 

great start. Selma continues: “2. Make sure you have food in your refrigerator because you do 

not want to be hungry or starved.” Again Kenny positively nods with, “I agree!” Now on a roll, 

Selma ventures, “3. Help each other in every way financially.” Kenny jumps in with, “Yes, that’s 

what we did. Put away a couple of dollars. That’s what we did,” he repeats.  

 

Blessed with perfect unanimity, you know that disaster lurks, and Selma quickly advances like 

General Patton with, “4. Always keep a clean house.” At this point things fall apart; the centre 

cannot hold because #4 has triggered something seemingly quite odious with Kenny who 

abruptly interrupts Selma with, “Wait a minute; why don’t you tell them about things on the 

floor? You yell at me - ‘You dropped something. Don’t do this; don’t do that.’” Ouch. Selma 

soldiers on with “4. Travel. But you got to watch your husband,” she adds, and Kenny jumps in 

with, “Oh yes,” to which Selma adds, “because in Italy he was flirting with one of the women.” 

“At the pool,” Kenny admits the location and adds, “I was surprised – she didn’t have a top on!” 

Selma complains, “And there he was standing over her like she died.” Unashamed, Kenny 

boasts, “I told somebody to take a picture of me – and we did!” (The picture is on the website, 

but has been doctored for modest North American viewers.  

 

The last tip provokes the most contention. “5. Just don't argue with each other,” advocates 

Selma, and Kenny immediately insists, “ I don’t argue with you,” to which Selma counters with, 

“No, you do argue with me,” and Kenny replies, “You always pick on me,” to 

which Selma counters, “If I didn’t argue with you, we wouldn’t be there 

together, for how many years?” she rhetorically asks. “72 years,” replies Kenny; 

“We went to bed happy after our fights,” but Selma gets the last word with, 

“That’s because we were tired of fighting,” and Kenny chuckles. 

 

 “Na. Na,” they both say, and next, they introduce a toast: “Mike & Sue, we’d 

like to wish you a long and happy marriage.” They clink their two glasses 

http://awkwardfamilyphotos.com/videos/afp-grandparents-the-wedding-toast/


together: “To a long and happy marriage.” Kenny and Selma kiss and totally crack up with a 

long, persistent giggle. It’s wonderful. 

 


