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Previously, we examined the best opening lines in literature to 

help retirees come to grips with the New Year, a handy 

reference to great writers to help inspire us with renewed vigour 

and positive attitude in order to face and endure the sure-to-

come myriad, depressing events such as complete world 

financial collapse and equally dreadful, the US election, in 

which more money will likely be wasted on candidate attack 

ads than we invest in health care in Canada.    

 Unfortunately, the great lines from literature didn’t quite 

do it. Thus, today I turn to a more inspiring medium, where you 

often find Miriam and I celebrating our profuse leisure time. If you guessed bowling, you are 

wrong. It’s movies. We’ve watched so many movies that our neighbours routinely call for 

reviews. Roger Ebert, eat your heart out.  

Of course, it’s not easy. Since the advent of James Bond, dialogue has steadily 

diminished in films as it has in society. Now, with Mission Impossible-type movies, you can 

spend the first hour sitting there without any dialogue at all. Coincidence?  I think not. After all, 

films mirror society. How this explains Sweden’s Millennium trilogy, I’m not sure. The Girl with 

the Dragon Tattoo, The Girl who Played With Fire, and The Girl who Kicked the Hornets' Nest all by 

Stieg Larsson (and which we have viewed in Swedish) are rather horrific in their thematic 

approaches. Nonetheless, Americans who cannot bear reading subtitles, are now off to the races 

re-inventing Larson’s bizarre material. I will offer no quotes from this series; however, utilizing 

“The Guinness Book of Film,” here are my selections:  

 Number one is “Bond. James Bond" uttered by Sean Connery from 1962’s Dr. No. Yes, 

1962. We are getting old. So is Mr. Connery who was often judged to be the world’s sexiest 

man. At this point, I suggest that you compare and contrast yourself with Mr. Bond and his 

exploits.  Has your simple life been as full and complete as that of our hero? No? Take heart; like 

the literature references, it may get worse.  

 The next quote takes one back a further 20 years to Casablanca in which Humphrey 

Bogart laments, "Of all the gin joints in all the towns in the entire world, she walks into mine." 

Pause to reflect. Did you meet your spouse in a gin joint? Probably not, and let’s hope that your 

grammar is better than that of Bogart. 

 This leads to the least-talented actor I have ever followed on screen. Yes, worse than 

Bruce Willis. It’s Arnold Schwarzenegger, and in 1984’s The Terminator, Arnie utters his short, 

most memorable quote, "I'll be back." I use this quote with Miriam all the time whenever I have 

to go to the corner store to purchase bread or milk or lottery tickets as when the jackpot climbs to 

$50 million, filling me with grandiose philanthropic ideas about starting my own charitable 

organization which I might call “Friends of Peter McKay” or perhaps “The Tony Clement 

Foundation.” Of course, I will hire my entire family and most of my friends to administer the 

funds.   

Sensing you need levity, let’s turn to Tom Hanks as Forrest Gump 

(1994) when he philosophized, “My Mama always said, ‘Life was like a 

box of chocolates; you never know what you're gonna get.’” This is a 

great quote to use with grandchildren, particularly when they complain 

about a broken toy. They will quickly walk away with enhanced respect 

for your wisdom and immediately ask their mother, “Why is grandpa so 

weird?”  

Next, Robert De Niro in Taxi Driver (1976): "You talkin' to me? 

You talkin' to me? You talkin' to me?” Yes, it’s surely time to visit the 

neighbourhood audiologist, but take heart, because now when someone you dislike is blabbing 

away, all you will need do is turn off the battery. Instant bliss. You might take up meditation. 

 And finally, the absolute best retort for seniors to address all of the above issues: Clark 

Gable in Gone with the Wind (1939):  "Frankly, my dear, I don't give a damn!" Amen. 
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