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The Mens’ Book Club tries to be topical, so when we 

recently met in St. Catharines for a monthly discussion, 

the book selected by host, David Lawrason, a GM 

retiree, was Pierre Berton’s The Invasion of Canada, 

1812-1813, written in 1980.    

Pierre was a remarkable Canadian, born in 1920 

and raised in the Yukon. He worked in Klondike mining 

camps during his university years, spent four years in 

the army, became an instructor at the Royal Military 

College in Kingston and at 21, was the youngest city 

editor (in Vancouver) on any Canadian daily. We read 

his always-interesting columns for Maclean’s and 

watched him on TV, a permanent fixture on “Front Page 

Challenge” for 39 years. I remember his Toronto Star 

columns. Pierre helped popularize Canadian history. He 

passed away in Toronto on November 30, 2004. 

His “The Invasion of Canada” is an account of the first year of the War of 1812, and the 

events that led up to it. Berton’s methodical researchers examined memoirs and diaries of common 

soldiers and commanding officers, as well as official military correspondence. His follow-up book, 

Flames Across the Border (1981), takes us to the war’s conclusion. 

Our dutiful host enriched the evening’s discussion by inviting his friend, Roger Bradshaw, 

to participate. Roger brought his new self-published book, “Niagara’s War of 1812” with him as 

well as a CD which we watched on Dave’s enormous TV. Roger’s book should grace the homes of 

every B&B in Niagara. It contains 150 pages of vividly coloured photographs and an outline of 

each and every battle. I discovered later that Roger has also published a book on the Welland 

Canal, another collector’s item.  

It’s a shame that we do not do more in Niagara to promote and showcase our rich heritage. 

Anyone who has visited Gettysburg knows how well the Americans do it. And what we learn from 

the book and Roger is that Americans are basically Canadians because we were all once British. 

Ironically, most of what became America was once owned by France, while a large chunk of 

Canada, Quebec, was a colony of France. Conquered by the British in 1759, as payback, France 

helped British-Americans defeat the British during the 1776 American Revolution. Then, 

Canadians: French-Canadians along with British-Canadians and Canadian “First Nations” – 

teamed up with the British-British to defeat the American invasion of Canada during the War of 

1812, really an extension of Napoleon’s war against everybody!  

Berton believed that if there had been 

no war, Ontario would not exist and if the 

Americans had won, all of Canada would 

now be part of the United States. How sad; 

think of all the fun we might have listening to 

Republican candidates running for President! 

Our book club was amazed at the 

inept American leadership that allowed 

Brock and Tecumseh to bluff their way into 

capturing Detroit without a fight, and then 

Brock rushed back to defend Niagara, where 

he lost his life. Brock and Tecumseh were 

true heroes. Thomas Jefferson confidently 

predicted that a successful invasion seemed 

to be "a mere matter of marching." However, 

a nation of 8 million failed to subdue a colony 



of 300,000, and when the campaign of 1812 was over, the only Americans left on Canadian soil 

were prisoners of war. Three American armies were forced to surrender, and the British were in 

control of all of Michigan Territory and much of Indiana and Ohio. Americans did enjoy naval 

success in the latter years, but their much ballyhooed victory in New Orleans came after the peace 

treaty was signed at Ghent, now part of Belgium. 

Roger Bradshaw doesn’t have a website. (I’m shocked!) He gave me his phone number for 

readers who wish to order books – 905-935-1006. It’s expensive at $50, but well worth the price 

because it helps one realize just how much we have to cherish here on Niagara. Now, if politicians 

spent money on our heritage… 

 

 


