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Ah, summer – with Nat King Cole lazy, hazy, crazy days and of course, 

lots more time for retirees to simply sit and read whilst sipping a cool 

brew. 

 

I also know summer is here because The Men’s Book Club just finished 

its season in Welland at Mike’s house, discussing Terry Fallis, a 

Canadian writer and public relations consultant, whose debut novel “The 

Best Laid Plans” was awarded the Stephen Leacock Medal in 2008. It’s 

a satire about Canadian politics. A burned-out political writer and 

strategist tries desperately to get out of politics by managing an 

unelectable candidate who will not participate in the campaign, a perfect 

choice for our last discussion because the subject matter was quite light but amusing. You can 

finish this book in two sittings. Fallis is knowledgeable, a former Liberal Party strategist, who 

worked on the campaigns and staffs of Jean Chrétien, Jean Lapierre, Robert Nixon and Michael 

Ignatieff.  

 

Our last meeting also involves a business summit and plans for next season’s readings. Since he 

was absent, David from NOTL was re-elected unanimously to the highly esteemed position of 

Men’s Book Club Commissioner, a powerful position akin to that of Gary Bettman of the NHL. 

We agreed again to the host picking the book to be discussed and because so many of us travel in 

the winter, we radically changed our schedule to omit January, February and March yet meet 

through the summer. This is quite a switch. I’m not sure that it’s a good idea as I fear extended 

bar-b-qué sessions involving much speculation about ‘Leafs prospects versus actual discussion 

of the book in question. We tend to drift. 

  

Here’s a summary of our recommended reading: In September in Welland at Tony’s house, we 

got off to a great start with “The immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.” This is a wonderful book for 

young and old, and involves the amazing true story of a poor, Afro-American lady whose cells 

were illegally taken and used for vital medical testing all over the world such that she could now 

be considered “immortal.” 

 

In October, at Ward’s house in NOTL, we examined Kevin Cook’s “Titanic Thompson, The 

Man Who Bet on Everything,” an American compulsive gambler who travelled with his golf 

clubs, a .45 revolver and a suitcase full of cash in a silver Pierce-Arrow car.  He won and lost 

millions playing cards, dice, golf, pool and hazardous games of his own invention.  He double-

crossed Arnold Rothstein who fixed the 1919 World Series, conned Al Capone and played pool 

with Minnesota Fats.  He killed five men and married five teenage girls. We agreed that Mr. 

Thompson led quite a fascinating life, but was sorely missing important character elements such 

as empathy and trust. 

 

Next, we met at Patrick’s in Niagara Falls to discuss John Vaillant’s “The Tiger: A True Story of 

Vengeance and Survival” not in December (Patrick forgot he was hosting) but in January, thanks 

our quick-thinking Commissioner. My take was that the book was repetitive and could have been 

condensed into a magazine article. 

 

In February, Dave in St. Catharines chose Pierre Berton’s “The Invasion of Canada 1812-1813,” 

a timely choice, and he introduced us to his friend Roger Bradshaw who brought his new self-

published book, “Niagara’s War of 1812” with him as well as a CD which we watched on 

Dave’s enormous TV. Neat! 

 

John in NOTL hosted Guy Vanderhaeghe’s “A Good Man” in March, a writer we admire. I was 

absent, but the guys liked it. 

 



I hosted Jonathon Franzen’s “Freedom” in April, a satire on the U.S. concept of freedom and 

how it warps every phase of life south of the border. This book is not kind to 

lawyers and our club now boasts two, so reviews were mixed. I think it’s great! 

  

In May, Don from NOTL hosted David Wroblewski’s “The Story of Edgar 

Sawtelle.” It explores the alliance between humans and dogs, and the power of 

fate through one boy’s epic journey into the wild.  Who could be against dogs? 

 

Happy reading! 

 

 


